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The States Reorganization Act of 1956, which remains the single most extensive change in state boundaries since independence,

was a major reform of the boundaries and governance of India's states and territories. The Act reorganized the boundaries of India's
states along linguistic lines, and amended the Indian Constitution to replace the three types of states, known as A, B, C States, with
a single type of state.
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2 Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvarayya, KCIE was an eminent Indian Engineer and Statesman. He was knighted by the British for his

myriad contributions to the public good. India honoured him with the nation’s highest award, the Bharat Ratna in 1955. Every year,
15" September is celebrated as the Engineer's Day in his memory.
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% Abeachisa geological landform along the shoreline of a body of water, which usually consists of loose particles composed of
rock, for example sand, gravel, shingle, pebbles, or cobble.
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4 Nedumkotta or Travancore Lines, constructed by Marthanda Varma and maintained by his successor Rama Varma Dharma Raja on the
border of Travancore passing through the territory of Kochi. The wall was 56 km (36 miles) long. It started from Pallippuram Kotta near the
sea, touches Kottamukku, Krishnankotta and extended till the foothills of the Anamalai in the Western Ghats. A trench 20 feet deep and 16
feet wide was built along the northern side of the wall for the full length. At some places the wall reached 50 ft in height. Hollows were made
inside where about 100 soldiers could hide and make an ambush. A company of soldiers was stationed about every kilometre with
ammunition store house at strategic points. There were also caves in the nearby wells to hide in the possibility of an unannounced attack.
The places where fortification once stood is in the present Mukundapuram Taluk in Thrissur District.It started on the banks of the Periyar at
Krishnamkotta (near Mala) and ended on the Valley of the Western Ghats.
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® Eustachius Benedictus (Eustache Benoit) de Lannoy was a Flemish Naval Commander of the Dutch East India Company
(Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie - VOC), sent by the company to help establish a trading post at Kolachel. Later, he became a
valiant and successful Commander of the same foreign army that had defeated him. His role as military commander of the
Travancore army was instrumental in the later military successes and exploits of Travancore under Marthanda Varma.
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" Kanha National Park, created on 1 June 1955, is a Tiger Reserve in the Mandla and Balaghat districts stretching an area of of 940
kmz in the two districts Mandla and Balaghat. Together with a surrounding buffer zone of 1009 km2 and the neighbouring 110 km?
Phen Sanctuary it forms the Kanha Tiger Reserve. The park has a significant population of Royal Bengal Tiger, leopards, the sloth
bear, Barasingha and Indian wild dog.

8 Bandhavgarh National Park proclaimed in 1968, is one of the largest national parks with an area of 105 km2 in the Umaria district.
The buffer is spread over the forest divisions of Umaria and Katni and totals 437 km2 This park has a large biodiversity. The density
of the tiger population at Bandhavgarh is one of the highest known in India. The park has a large breeding population of panthers,
bisons and various species of deer.
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o Dhundiraj Govind Phalke, popularly known as Dadasaheb Phalke (*30.04.1870 tFebruary 16.02. 1944) is known as the Father of
Indian Cinema

% IMAX (short for Image MAXimum) is a film format created by Canada's IMAX Corporation that has the capacity to display images
of far greater size and resolution than conventional film display. A standard IMAX screen is 22 metres (72 ft) wide and 16.1 metres
(53 ft) high, but can be larger.

™ Bollywood is the informal term popularly used for the Bombay-based Hindi film industry. It is one of the largest film producers in
the world and the largest in terms of number of films produced. The name is a portmanteau of Bombay and Hollywood.
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2 The word cantonment is derived from the French word canton meaning corner or district. In Southern Asia, the term cantonment
also describes permanent military stations. Cantonments can be found in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, South Africa, Ghana and Sri
Lanka. In United States military parlance, a cantonment is an essentially permanent residential (i.e. barracks) section of a fort or

other such military installation.
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'3 peshwe (Sing. Peshwa) were Brahmin Prime Ministers to the Maratha Chhatrapatis (Kings), who began commanding Maratha
armies and later became the hereditary rulers of the Maratha Empire from 1749 to 1818.
* | experienced it while serving at the Central Ordnance Depot (COD) Dehu Road. In the early morning of this fateful day, in my

deep sleep | thought being turned down from my bed and didn’t know this was an earth quake — this was my first experience with an
earth quake.
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*® The Indian Rebellion of 1857 began as a Mutiny of Sepoys of the Army of the British East India Company on the 10" May 1857 in
the town of Meerut. Soon it erupted into other parts largely in the upper Gangetic plain and central India, with major hostilities
confined to present-day Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, northern Madhya Pradesh, and the Delhi region. The rebellion posed a considerable
threat to the Company power in that region, and it was contained only with the fall of Gwalior on 20 June 1858. The rebellion is also
known as India's First War of Independence, the Great Rebellion, the Indian Mutiny, the Revolt of 1857, and the Sepoy Mutiny.
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'8 Areas in which military operations are conducted; these include, but are not limited to, such descriptors as area of responsibility,
theatre of war, theatre of operations, etc.

' Mahasam dhi in Indian religion is the state of consciously leaving one's body. Mahasamadhi occurs only once, i.e. when the
realised practitioner or yogi finally decides to cast off their mortal frame their karma is extinguished
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18 Kiloton (KT): An explosive force equivalent to that of 1,000 metric tons of TNT. It is used to rate the energy output, and hence the
destructive power, of nuclear weapons.

TNT (Trinitrotoluene) is one of the most commonly used explosives for military and industrial applications. It is valued because of its
insensitivity to shock and friction, which reduces the risk of accidental detonation.

The yellow-coloured solid is a reagent (reactant) in chemistry but is best known as a useful explosive material with convenient
handling properties. The explosive yield of TNT is considered the standard measure of strength of bombs and other explosives.

TNT is synthesized in a three-step process. First, toluene is nitrated with a mixture of sulphuric and nitric acid to produce mono-nitro
toluene or MNT. The MNT is then nitrated to dinitrotoluene or DNT. In the final step, the DNT is nitrated to trinitrotoluene or TNT.
The acids used in the manufacture of TNT are recycled and reused.
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® Jauhar (sometimes spelt Jowhar) was originally the voluntary death on a funeral pyre of the queens and royal womenfolk of
defeated Rajput castes. The term is extended to describe the occasional practice of mass suicide carried out in medieval times by
Rajput women and men. Mass self-immolation by women was called Jauhar, and riding out and fighting to the death by men was
called Saka.
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The Indian Peacock is India’s National Bird



